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THE CIRCULAR, 


Has for its fundamental principles the Religion of the 
Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive Church, Its aim: 
however, is to give its readers also a supply of general in- 
telligence, and the news of the day. 
Texrms—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 
Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 
Specimen numbers will be sent to those requesting them 
Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, should re- 
turn us acopy with his name and residence written upon it, 
and the simple order, ‘ Discontinue.’ 
Address“ THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.” 


The Oneida Association 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 


Nursery Fruit Trees of choice Varieties; Grape 
Vines, Strawberry Plants &c.; Vegetables and 
Fruits in their season, at the Community Gardens. 

H. Tuacker, Superintendent. 














Renner 


Rustic Furniture, Seats, Tables, Arbors, &c., 
of natural Cedar crooks, with iron fastenings ; 


Gothic and other patterns. 
C. Exv.is, Master-workman. 


Steel-Traps of the most approved Descriptions, 
for frontier and western Trapping, manufactured 


by the Community. 
8. Newnovuse, Superintendent. 


Sewing-Silks: Merchants and Traders supplied 
with the various kinds of American manufacture, 
at wholesale prices. 

A. W. Carr, 0. H. Mitier, C. OLps, Agents. 

Traveling-Bags: an Assortment of our own 
Manufacture, from carefully selected stock. 
Merchants supplied. 

J. ReyNnoups, 


Mrs. E. Fee Superintendents, 


ny ee ew ~ 


Palm-leaf Hats manufactured and for sale at 
the Community. 
Mrs. A. C. Sears, Superintendent. 


ARAMAABRAAAN 


Milling : Custom work done as usual at the 
Community Grist-mill, 
D. J. Harz, Miller. 
Job=-Printing: most kinds of Printing carefully 
executed at the Circutar Office. 
G. CaMPpBELL. 


Anne 
Designing and Wood-Engraving by E. H. 
De Larre, Oneida Association. 


Orders in any of the above branches 
may be addressed by letter or otherwise to 


THE ONEIDA ASSOCTATION, 
Oneida Depot, Madison Co., N. ¥. 





NWewark Commune. 


WILLIAM R. INSLEE & CO,, 
MACHINISTS, 


Manufacturers of Printing-Presses, Jewelers’ Tools, 
Machinists’ Lathes, &c. 


HEDENBURG BUILDING, NEWARK, WN. J. 





Putney Commune. 


GARDENING, NURSERY - GROW- 
ing and Milling. Address, 
M. L. WORDEN, ..... PUTNEY, VT. 


Wallinsfora Commune. 
FRUIT & MARKET GARDENING, 


Traveling=-Bags 
Manufactured and for Sale. Address, 


H. ALLEN, ... WALLINGFORD, CONN. 


PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR, 





The Berean; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church : 
an octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, 1,50. 


Bible Communism; A Compilstion from the 
Annual Reports ond other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches ; presenting. 
in connection with their History, a summary 
view of their Religious and Social Theories.— 
128 pages, octavo Price 50 cts. Printed and 
published at the office of Ze Circular, Oneida, 
N. Y. 


Salvation from Sin; Explained and De- 
fended by J. H. Noyes. Pamphlet, 6 1-4 cts. 


Annual Reports; (2d and 3rd) of the 


Onetpa Association. Price 12 1-2 cts. 


pasPast Volumes of the Circular, and the 
Perfectionist, can be furnished; and any of the 
above Publications may be sent by mail to all 
parts of the couniry. 

sae Persons writing to us on business con- 
nected with the Circular, or for the purpose of or- 
dering any of the above publications, are particular- 
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War and Servitude, 

iFrom a Pamphlet published anonymously at Cincinnati.} 

These two subjects cannot be too seriously or 
judiciously contemplated, and especially the Bible 
aspects of them. To do this properly, we must 
take the most extended views of the Divine econ- 
omies and objects our narrow limits and capacities 
willadmit of. War and oppression or servitude, 
are bad enough in our day; but if we believe the 
Bible and contemporaneous histories; we live in 
an age of'comparative peace, justice, and harmony. 
May the Lord’ grant much improvement yet, and 
that soon. 

That we have good grounds for believing, espe- 
cially the Bible accounts of those infringements of 
harmony, peace, and justice, is evident; for the 
Bible, as a whole, professes to lead mankind from 
such things toward a state of most elevated peace, 
harmony, justice, and felicity, and we never be- 
lieve a witness to speak more truthfully than when 
giving testimony of facts directly opposed to his 
present interests and wishes, or a sinner when con- 
fessing his previous crimes. We therefore set 
down as true, what the Bible says of the customs 
and practices of those times, so perfectly discord- 
ant with the peaceful and humane tone of its la- 
ter precepts, and are strongly inclined to believe 
contemporaneous histories of the devastations and 
outrages of the ancients. 

But the Bible. in part ac least, claims to have 
been dictated by the spirit of the Creator himself! 
and in some places He is represented as not only 
permitting, but actually commanding some of the 
most devastating wars, abject servitudes, and 
dreadful oppressions which the history of the 
world has ever recorded! ! How can this be re- 
conciled with the character of Him ‘who is good 
to all, and whose tender mercies are over all his 
works ??—Ps. 145: 9. 

It is true that the legitimate effects of all causes 
are the Creator's works, and thus that all deaths 
by pestilence, famine, earthquakes, accidents, dis- 
ease, old age, &c., &c., areas much his works as 
if He had commanded an army of men to slay 
them; and that if, in the order of nature, death 
in any form ought to take place, it matters little 
how the facts are brought about so the sufferings 
under them be not unnecessarily aggravated.— 
As the Creator must be held as the best Judge of 
this, we take the truth to be, that He has a 
perfect right to choose his own methods of doing 
his own business, without being implicated by 
men who are not responsible for results that take 
place. But this abstract reasoning does not sat- 
isfy the finite philosophic inquirer, who wishes to 
see more as the Allwise sees the causes and the 
effects of things. As far as our opportunities and 
abilities will admit, we will state our views. 

We profess to worship a God of Love divine, 
(1 John 4: 8. 16) and trust shall never find nor 
worship any other. We believe it was in in- 
finite Love and Wisdom that He made the world, 
for the sensible good and eternal felicity of his 
creatures, whom he placed upon it with the in- 
junction, “ Be fruitful and multiply.”—Gen 1: 28. 
He gave to the animal and vegetable creations 
the powers of abundant increase. This was 
doubtless necessary to the development of the 
whole, as seen by his boundless love, wisdom, 
and mercy. Would it be better if the powers of 
multiplication were abridged in any of them ?— 
Were the vegetables to be made to bear less seeds, 
would animals or man be properly fed? And 
were animals debarred from increase, would not 
their own satisfactions and their abilities to min- 
ister to the good of the human race, be cut off? 
Who can say they would not? Who cansay that 
creation could progress in development without 
those powers? Were the human powers of in- 
crease much lessened, would there be sufficient 
young to sustain and comfort the old and carry 
on the proper developments of social life, requir- 
ing a large share of youthful vivacity to make 
society agreeable ? 

We take, also, this position, that immortality 
and not mortulily, and eternal bliss for finite 
creatures, and not a checkered life on earth, were 
the grand controlling ends the Creatur had before 
Him ; and that to increase sensitive existences that 
might eternally enjoy, was his object in giving forth 
the all-sustaining command—* multiply.” We 
will froin this stand point view creation in its va- 
ried aspects, as nearly in the direction that He 
saw the effects of these powers, and concomitant 
results, aS we can. 

It might seem to the critic eye, that the destiny 
or design of seeds must be to sprout, grow and 
produce more seeds, and that to make food of 
them is a subversion of the objects of creation; 
and that the Bible makes the Creator infringe his 
own order of creation, when He gave every 
“herb bearing seed to every beast {dr tood.”— 
The same kind of criticism with which some other 
parts of the Bible are scanned, might with equal 
propriety raise an objection because it supposes 
the Creator to allow seed to be eaten without first 
being planted and growing to bear more secds. 
Let us try this blessed principle of vegetable 


earth; or rather, without which it never could be 
peopled. It is claimed that the earth contains 
near 52,000,000 of square miles of land-surface, or 
about 33,000,000,000 of acres. Let us suppose all 
this to be one fertile field, capable of producing 
thirty bushels of Indian corn to the acre. One 
bushel of corn will plant ten acres. First year’s 
yield, three hundred bushels; enough to plant 
three thousand acres the second year, and yield 
ninety thousand bushels! The fourth crop would 
be eight thousand and one hundred millions of 
bushels, or enough to plant all over two and a 
half such worlds as this, for the fifth year! It 
may thus be seen, that one grain or one seed of 
any kind would soon require not only the whole 
of our earth for the fulfilling of its own seeming 
destiny, but the addition of more worlds than 
there are stars visible in the sky of night! This 
would be to suppose that nothing else could grow 
or enjoy life, much less come to its ultimate des- 
tiny. 

Now let us try the animal creation. We will 
take what many men call staple animals—hogs, 
and suppose if well cared for, and unrestrained, 
they would produce ten the first year, oue hun- 
dred the next, &c. Many multiply more than 
ten-fold; and some animals, as rabbits, more than 
three times that. Let that hog’s progeny go on 
eleven years, and you have one hundred thousand 
millions of hogs, in a state of starvation, even if 
they could live and let the whole land-surface of 
the earth be one fertile cornfield! The unre- 
strained increase of any kind of animal would al- 
most at once root out every other form of life from 
the earth, and die self-destroyed. 


Then, let us try the unrestrained procreation of 
man. It is known that, under favorable cireum- 
stances, men will double in every thirty years!— 
We have done it in the United States, notwith- 
standing we have had two destructive wars, dire- 
ful pestilences, abject slavery and oppression, be- 
sides many accidents by sea and Jand. In 1790, 
we numbered 3,929,827 souls. Supposing us to 
double by 1820, and again double by 1850, by 
procreation, it would amount to 15,719,308.— 
Take this from 23,479,468, what the census of 
1850 gave, and it !eaves 7,760,160 for foreign im- 
migration ; so that it is safe to say that, under 
reasonably favorable circumstances, men will by 
procreation alone, double every thirty years. Let 
us then take a view from this stand-point. 


Some have contended that the Bible chronology 
of the race is much to short. That men existed 
long before we read of Adam and Eve. We shall 
not argue this point, but we will presently show 
that the older they presume the race to be, the 
more restraints they must injustice allow the All- 
wise to have iinposed, in clemency, upon human 
increase, to prevent the total starvation or entire 
destruction of the race, whether they like or dis- 
like His modes of restraint. 

Nine hundred years—only nine hundred years, 
before the days of Joshua, the inhabitants of the 
earth (so says the Bible) was, by a great over- 
throw, reduced to eight persons!! We ask not 
eight; we ask for only a single pair to be saved 
alive at the time of the deluge, and let them dou- 
ble every thirty years, as we in the United States 
are doing, to the time of Joshua, and largely 
vver one thousand millions of people would be 
the offspring of that single pair!! hat is more 
than we claim for the present number of inhabit- 
ants of the whole earth; and as the Bible gives 
us three starting pairs, to suppose the earth not 
more populous in Joshua's time than now. is to 
suppose two-thirds of the powers of procreation 
to have been restrained!! And by what? We 
answer, by the immutable laws of God’s holy 
order, called the laws of nature; for wars thin- 
ned them; pestilence cut them down; famines 
starved them; oppressions disheartened them; 
infant deaths destroyed them; and besides these, 
many more ways and means did the infinite wis- 
dom of God use in mercy, to preserve the race 
even unto this day!! ‘“ His mercies are infinite, 
and the means of that mercy are like that mercy 
infinite,” was wisely observed by one of olden 
time. 

The stand-point from which we started was, 
that immortality and not mortality ; with felicity, 
and not misery in that immortaliiy, was, and 1s, 
and ever will be, the object, end, and amm of the 
Allwise Creator, in forming his creatures and giv- 
ing them the powers of procreation. This being 
conceded, their rapid ingress into and egress from 
this rudimental state, so that it be rapid and not 
unnecessarily painful, was the desideratum te be 
obtained ; and not any particular mode of living 
within the precints of mortality, or egress out of 
it. The end to be obtained was that many, many, 
many should be brought into a state of existence, 
so as to enjoy eterna} felicity ; and not so much 
the mode and manner of introduction into it.— 
The modes and manner of living, enjeying or suf- 
fering in earth-life, is of little or no importance 
compared with the fact of an immortal existence 
being really commenced. 

The material world of mortality may be liken- 
ed to a mint, immortal souls to the coins struck, 
and the laws of motion and matter to the ma- 
chinery for striking coin. ‘That coin, when 
struck, is of little use until put in circulation.— 








ly requested to write their name, Post-office and 
state, as distinctly as possible. 





increase by which men and ammals are fed, with- 
out which universal famine would depopulate the 


Death is the great distributer. Were He idle, 


more could be struck in it. He must take it 
away as it is coined, or soon after; and what is 
the difference how he takes it away, so it is not 
abused by the operation? And what right has 
the coin to complain, whether it be taken to-day 
or to-morrow? in a basket, barrow, cart, or 
coach, so it gets into freer air, more pleasant ex- 
ercise, and greater usefulness, for which it was 
made ? 

If a single pair (not three pairs) were to go on 
doubling every thirty years, from the Deluge to 
the time of Deborah and Barak. two hundred and 
fifty years before the reign of David, they would 
have produced one person for every acre of land 
upon the face of the whole earth, or six hundred 
and forty souls upon every square mile! Now 
we ask ifit were not wisdom to remove the liv- 
ing from the overstocked earth, where the means 
of subsistence are so scarce, to a state of immor- 
tality, where there is not only room for unre- 
strained freedom of increase, but an inexhaustible 
supply of spiritual subsistence for all to take, eat 
and be forever satisfied ? And further, those who 
then lived would all have died of old age long 
before this time; and tell us, if to linger out an 
age of unavoidable decline would always be a 
blessing 7 

Again, one immortal soul is just as good 
as another, before the all-loving and_ infin- 
itely merciful Creator and Father of ali souls, ac- 
cording to the capacity of each for receiving 
blessings and being happy in their use. Now, 
was it better for the whole, that the Canaanites 
live, and the Israelites perish? or that the Israel- 
ites take their place and live ? Think of this. 

If at first thought you should happen to think of 
the bloody massacres of those times, and say, the 
Canaanitish nations ought to have remained unmo- 
lested, then think, as the Israelites or they must 
give way whether it was not the Jewish system 
that led to Christianity ; and whether this will 
not yet lead to harmony ; and whether the idola- 
trous system of heathenism ever would? If it 
would not, then the very introduction of the har- 
monies of earth, which we all long for and many 
expect, depends upon the removal of idolatry and 
the substitution of Judaism inits place. Although 
the Jewish rites and ceremonies had no life in 
them, other than representative life, they prepared 
the devotees for giving up selfishness, by causing 
them togive up the first and best of what they held 
most dear on earth—the first fruits of the earth, 
and the firstlings of the flocks that were without 
blemish. 

There is no life in the little girl’s doll; yet she 

conceits it has life, presses it to her breast, and 
thus by her affections for it, develops her lacteal 
glands, and prepares them for furnishing nutri- 
ment for future living offspring, though she thinks 
not of it; and the little boy on his rocking horse 
is preparing his muscles for future actions. Just 
so the Jews, who knew it not, nor thought of it, 
by the giving up what their Jaw required. were de- 
veloping themselves, and through them the world 
of mankind, to receive and practice that higher 
doctrine: “One thing thou lackest yet; sell all 
that thou hast, and give to the poor, and come 
and follow me.”—Matt. 19: 21. The idolatries 
of Paganism never could lead men to adopt the 
soul-searching doctrines of Jesus, and no doctrines 
that ever have been delivered upon earth, but 
such as He enforces, ever could or would lead to 
those blessed days, times, and states, so much 
longed for by the best men of earth. Develop- 
ments proceed in regular order, and by easy gra- 
dations. They are not produced by sudden leaps 
or starts. 
We then say, “it were far better for the 
Israelites to take that good land, driving the 
Canaanites from it.” If, then, it were absolutcly 
necessary for the Canaanites to give way to make 
room in the earth for the children of Israel, was 
it worse for them to die under the conscious in- 
tegrity of fighting for their just rights, as they 
naturally would. and under a feeling of being 
greatly oppressed, than to die of pestilence with- 
out that conscious satisfaction of dying martyrs ? 
As the figures of arithmetic positively prove the 
necessity of their destruction, was it not the 
greatest mercy the Lord could bestow upon them, 
to have them thus, as it might seem butchered 
unjustly, so that they could die under eonscious 
integrity of dying ina good cause? Was this not 
better for them than that they should have died 
of disease, imposing great distresses and burthens, 
as well as disease, upon each other, or to have all 
died of famine, or lingered in helpiess and destitute 
old age, by a stoppage of their powers of procrea- 
tion? This would have suited the Israelites best, 
no doubt. We most solemnly weep over the un- 
developed states of mankind and of the earth, that 
render war, oppression, disease, and servitude nec- 
essary to check the too rapid growth of the race, 
which would lead to greater hardships ; and yet we 
praise and magnify the great mercy of the Lord, 
both to the Canaanites and tous, that he had them 
cut off just as he had it dune, in his inscrutable 
mercy. 

It was an ancient custom of the East to alle- 
gorize and symbolize the language of history. 
The immutable laws of nature, or of causes and ef- 
fects are the words of God written in and among 
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ture’s laws and their execution. From causes ef- 
fects were developed which destroyed Herculane- 
um and Pompeii, with all their inhabitants. Those 
events, in Bible language, might be stated thus: 
* And Jehovah said. ‘Destroy Herculaneum and 
Pompeii, with all their inhabitants, for it repent- 
eth me that I suffered mento build them.’” Does 
not the destruction of anything in nature look to 
short-sighted man as if the Creator really repent- 
ed of having made it? Surely it does; and yet 
there can be no development without the destruc- 
tion of something. Language must be so formed 
that it can be understood; as when we say, ‘ the 
sun rises and goes down,’ when we know it does 
no such thmg, excepting in appearance. Allow 
the Bible as much latitude of expression. 


Again; “And Jehovah said to his angels (mes- 
sengers) of death, ( 2 Sam. 24: 16,17,) ‘Go to 
the earth and destroy at least a million of its in- 
habitants by cholera, yellow fever, and other dis- 
eases, for their wicked indulgences have come up 
before me.” Further, “ Jehovah said to his mes- 
sengers, ‘Guide the whites to America, with their 
arts and sciences, and let them flourish there in ag- 
riculture, manufactures and commerce, and become 
a great people on that fat soil of mine, so that 
more souls may be produced there, to be forever 
happy, than can exist on that same soil, under the 
modes of savage life. In order to effect this, let 
the red men be civilized and enlightened, if they 
will; but if they will not, let them be driven 
from that land, for white men’s souls are as good 
before my face as red men’s souls, and my good- 
ness urges that they who can produce the most 
souls to be happy forever should have the ot- 
cupancy of those abundant means of propaga- 
tion. 


We will go further, and presume to say: “At 
a time the messengers of God assembled before 
Him, He spoke as follows, ‘There is in the land 
of Ethiopia, on earth, a race of men, precicus in 
feelings but black of skin; wherein their modes of 
life and present states of development will not 
admit of more men living there. To keep active, 
for future use, their powers of multiplying, it has 
been found necessary to let them destroy each 
other by bloody wars, in which they slay all 
their prisoners. Now, go to the earthand incite 
some that are already wicked to purchase these 
prisoners and make slaves of them in America, so 
that they can propagate more souls, which is bet- 
ter than to have them killed as prisoners. I see 
in the distant future, more than fifty millions of 
happy souls, who will be brought. into existence, 
that never could have been produced from prison- 
ers destroyed. Such, and even better, will be 
the result of the proposed plan of servitude.— 
When we can bring the white men round to be 
more enlightened, more noble-minded, and less 
selfish, they will of their own free will let these 
people, go, or they will be made to let them go as 
Pharaoh did the children of Israel. Many of those 
freed slaves will return, whom I will make my 
ministers in the work of developing the races from 
which they or their forefathers were taken. Be- 
sides all this, I have good things enough in store 
to repay the poor and abused slave a thousand- 
fold for all his wrongs, and at the same time his 
selfish owners, by reason of their selfishness, will 
suffer worse and be more unhappy than the slaves 
they drive.’ 

These are not the flights of a lively imagina- 
tion: they are the realities of Divine order set 
before you and the true philosophy and economy 
of Divine mercy. 1t punishes no good motive or 
state, nor sanctions any evil one. Jt reaches all 
complaints and every state, supposable and un- 
supposable. It shows how the developments from 
less to more perfect, which requires adverse as 
well as concordant exper!ence, must be carried on. 
It is only by the existence of what appears to be 
wrong, that any knowledge of good can exist ; and 
it isonly those who have felt misery that can feel 
felicitous. We know nothing, but by contrasting 
one principle or thing with another that is differ- 
ent from it. We cannot know so as to feel, ex- 
cept by feeling. Had men never been children, 

_or any thing else but men, they could not have felt 
the happiness of men, as being distinguished from 
that of children. We could know nothingas real 
harmony, but by contrasting it with known dis- 
cords. 

Can we not, under these considerations, see 
why infinite Wisdom and unlimited Power have 
thus far permitted base and selfish men to waste, 
destroy, oppress, and enslave each other? Why 
it is that natural causes have produced these re- 
sults. These effects, flow from their legitimate 
causes, under as fixed laws as the growth of a 
vegetable or animal under the conditions that 
produce them! These laws are the Words of the 
Unchangeable God, written upon and in his works, 
among which are this, that every man who, in his 
perversity, acts contrary to, or by negligence fails 
to act with the fixed laws which produce harmo- 
ny, peace, and happiness, is as sure to suffer for 
being in the way of their free operation, as that 
sinall stones get bruised or crushed to “powder” 
by great stones “falling upon them”—See Matt. 
21:44. But he who acts subversively or li- 
gently, either from unavoidable lack of knowle 
or of other conditions to prevent such 

jon, will find a compensating principle in 
is case, and in all nature, that will save him 

from the punishment of infraction, excepting so 

much as best Wisdom sees necessary to give a 

zest to happiness by contrast. Tho effects of 
that punishing, and also that redeeming law, are 
beautifully set forth in Luke, 12: 47, 48, trans- 
lated thus: “And that servant which knew his 

Lord’s will and prepared not himself, neither did 

according to his will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes ; but he that knew not, and did commit 
things worthy of stripes shall be beaten with few 
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stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, 
of him shall be much required.” 

Take, O, man! a candid view of the Chinese 
nations, their condition and prospects of develo 
ment, and ask thyself if the so-much-praised writ- 
ings of Confucius would ever bring them to peace, 
harmony, and happiness? Ask thyself if the best 
ideas of Plato and Socrates were not taken from 
what we now call the Bible? And yet, what 
have they done for mankind? What is the pres- 
ent and prospective condition of Mussulmen, with 
all the smoothness of language and good princi- 
ples taken into the Koran from our Scriptures 7— 
Then ask thyself, where is it that arts, manufac- 
tures, and commerce, with all the advantages of 
increased enlightenment and development flourish 
best, but where the Bible is known, read, and stud- 
ied? Where are the deaf, the dumb, and the blind, 
taught, and the lame cared for, but under Bibie 
influence? Where isit that men have ever seemed 
capable of self-government, but where it has been 
followed? Where are men, and especially wo- 
men, coming to their just rights, but where it has 
done good work? Where is it that a future of 
harmony and happiness is most thought of and 
seems to be near, but to those who have the Bi- 
ble? What book has ever been so widely cir- 
culated upon disinterested principles? Where do 
peace societies exist, and where do its enemies 
derive the means of their warfare upon the Bible, 
but under the blaze of its light? Answer these 
questions to suit yourselves. 


THE CIRCULAR. 
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== Our friends of the Revue Icarienne, Nau- 
yoo, continue to send to our old address at Brook- 
lyn. Will they and other exchanges please to 
rectify their books so as to direct to the Circular, 
at Oneida, N. Y.? 


























Asa curiosity of speculation we copy on our 
first page the substance of a pamphlet, lately sent 
us by the author, entitled ‘War and Servitude.’ 
The reader will like his evident regard for the 
Bible, and also the motive which prompts him to 
seek for a solution of the problem of evil as it 
exists in the world, such as will justify the good 
ness of God in permitting it. He attempts to 
show that the earth would soon be over-populated 
by the natural laws of propagation, if it were not 
for the counteracting effects which Providence 
permits to intervene through the as yet uncured 
selfishness of men, such as war, and slavery; and 
he takes the curious ground in justification of 
this implanted law of propagation, that this world 
is only the mint where immortal souls are struck 
out like xo many coins, to be used finally in the 
spiritual sphere, and that it is of but little conse- 
quence, provided there are plenty of them, how 
they are taken out of this world, and got into 
circulation in their final state! Our author, how- 
ever, is not without hope that some more humane 
method may be found for controlling population 
than those spoken of; as ina letter to us, after 
mentioning an allusion he had seen to the Com- 
munity in some publication, he proceeds: 


“It struck me that there was something true 
and good in the newness of your views of the 
scripture doctrine of marriage; and knowing sci- 
entifically that God must make use of sore means 
to prevent the race of man from procreating it- 
self out of existence, and that your way may 
be the best way—and if the best way it is God’s 
favorite way—I thought I would like to know 
more about your Community and views. * * * 
What is to keep procreation within the limits of 
comfortable existence? Are we to have more and 
still more bloody wars? Are we to have worse 
oppression than we have had? or are we to have 
more distressing pestilences ? or will our Redeem- 
er teach us a better way? Something else we 
must have or become more and still more misera- 
ble. The Jews number say 6,000,000. They are 
aremarkable people, and at a natural rate of in- 
crease under good conditions, would stock the 
earth fully themselves in 300 years! would in- 
crease to 6,104,000,000, or as many as the whole 
earth can bear comfortably, that is, over six times 
its present inhabitants. When I think of this, I 
sometimes read most seriously Paul’s warning to 
the Gentiles, in Romans, 11. 

“JT see mankind coming to acrisis. Minds are 
expanding by the general diffusion of the Bible, 
and of science; and tyranny, oppression and 
wrongs are borne more and more impatiently 
every day. What is to be the issue? What, 
without an increase of the unpleasant occurrences 
that have heretofore kept the race from long 
ago sooverrunning the earth, as to issue in a gen- 
eral overthrow, will keep our procreation back, 
without artificial abortions, infanticides, wars, 
pestilence, famines, &e., &c.?” 








We think our correspondent will find in Bible 
Communism a clue to the philosophical, as well 
as truly divine solution of these difficulties abou. 
over-population. 





Love, the Measure of Power. 

The resurrection of Christ was the highest act 
of God’s almighty power, and it was an act of love 
In the highest and best sense, God is almighty by 
the power of love. We may say that God could 
not have performed that resurrection act on a be- 
ing that he did not love. It was because Jesus 
was his well-beloved Sun, that he was able to con- 
centrate his power upon him in a way to bring 
him forth from death into resurrection. Mere 
physical power is one thing, and the concentration 
of the whole energy of life is another thing. A 
man can strike a blow with the hammer, and so 
display his physical strength, but he does not by 
that means show the power of his heart. No 
more does God show the greatest power of his 
life on mere mattter, or on beings that are indif- 
ferent to him, but only on those whom he really 
loves. In the resurrection of Christ we have 
truly a manifestation of the almighty power of an 
almighty God. What is true in respect to him 
is true in respect tous. We show our highest 
power by our love. 





American Health. 

The ‘ Life Illustrated’ of last week raises an out- 
cry over the general unhealthiness of the people. 
It says we have become a nation of invalids—that 
there is not a person over twenty-one, born in the 
State of New York that is healthy: 

“ We announce to our countrymen and to our 
country women, if they do not know it already, that 
this general decay of the physical system is a thing 
unparalleled on the globe, and unexampled in the 
history of mankind. It is an absolute novelty un- 
der the sun. No where else is there, never before 
was there, a nation of human beings incapable of 
propagating the species in its completeness. But 
for emigration, we should be in the way of becom- 
ing extinct. Three centuries or so would finish 
us; and the Last Man, a gaunt, dyspeptic wretch, 
would be suffering alone the agonies of indigestion, 
pining for sarsaparilla, and no Townsend extant to 
sell it him.” 

And so forth. There is an evident tone of 
croaking in this, but on the other hand we cannot 
dispute that there is some apparent ground for 
the writer’s allegation. And taking it as a 
true statement that the Americans are an un- 
healthy people there are various ways of looking 
at the fact, and philosophising on the causes and 
results of it. One party attributes it to one thing, 
and another to another. The editor of ‘ Life Illus- 
trated’ cites Mr. Crandall’s idea that too much 
schooling is ‘ driving the stamina out of the nation,’ 
and that the foundation of reform is to be laid in 
*Three hours School a day.’ Others think it is 
fine flour and meat-eating that is the mischiei, 
and that bran bread is to be the cure. One sect 
of physiologists say we do not use water enough, 
and another thinks we should do better with a 
little more wine, &c. &c. 


It seems to us that theee causes, singly or all 
together, are quite insufficient to account for the 
phenomenon of a national decline. Why are not 
other nations involved in these bad practices, and 
going the same way, instead of being, as we are 
enviously told, patterns of sleek and rosy health ? 
The truth evidently is, we must go back into 
spiritual causes to find the root of trouble, for 
even the bad habits that are said to be ruining our 
countrymen, have their seat and fastening power 
there. And further, we must take into account 
the possible disciplinary purpose of God. 

Now, instead of referring the alleged vital de- 
cay of a whole people to such superficial causes 
as have beeen spoken of, it would be more rational 
to say primarily, that God’s judgment is on the 
nation for the chastening of the flesh. A blight 
seizes the potato and produces a universal disease 
of the plant; farmers and chemists search and 
investigate in vain; all their assumed discoveries 
of the remedy prove futile; the failure is back in 
the central germ, where a deeper than human 
power is needed to renew it. So, when a whole 
nation is found to be failing in health, is it likely 
to be a more superficial affair than the potato 
disease ? 

If we were to adopt any theory of external 
causes relating to this subject, we should go home 
to the mest generic one, and say that the nation 
is going down in health for the lack of Associa- 
tion—Communism in Society. This is a generic 
solution, because the isolated fashion is a maga- 
zine and perpetuator of all bad habits; as Com- 
munism is naturally a corrector and regenerator 
of the external man, Further, under the ex- 
cessive stimulating influences of this age and 
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country, men as individuals are overworked— 
they live three times as fast as their fathers did, 
and the only way to escape this destructive imdi_ 
vidual pressure, is by organizing society in such a 
way as to meet with increased strength of ma- 
chinery the increased momentum of the times. 
The age of steam was not intended to run weak 
individualities, but heavy Communes. 


Finally, to the believer in Providential outlook, 
there is nothing to croak about in the health 
tribulation of this country, and no reason to fear 
but that it will work out ultimately a glorious re- 
sult. And we are not going back to the beef eat- 
ing rotundity of the Englishman, or the beer- 
and-bread built constitution of the German, but 
through to a higher plane of health than either— 
to the divine energy of a resurrection state of be- 
ing. There is the true stamina for the nation, 
and we can be content with nothing less. There 
may be first a time of much trouble in the flesh, 
—a dying down of the outward, that the inward 
and spiritual may gain the ascendancy, but if God 
is setting up his kingdom, as we believe, in this ad- 
vanced cusmopolitan republic, the erd of the dis- 
cipline will be a state of physical regeneration, 
placing the health on a surer basis than the world 
now know of, and making man truly the master 
of himself and of nature, instead of being its slave, 

‘Through Death to Life !’ 

Indeed with all that is said about the compara- 
tive slenderness of the American constitution, we 
believe at the present time that no nation can 
equal our people in activity or in actual power of 
endurance under any test. What has been parted 
with of gross animal bulk, has been added to the 
spiritual fire which constitutes the indestructible 
basis of power. There area mobility and love of 
progress here, more than all the rest of the world 
shows, which indicate a renewal of the inward 
man, though the outward man perishes, and an in- 
creasing recipiency of the influences of the interior 
world. With these views, Young America has 
no reason to be discouraged in respect to health, 
whatever the doctors may say ; but should consid- 
er himself commissioned to Jead the world into a 
new dispensation of physical welfare. Severo 
preliminary criticism is perhaps the best sign that 
progress has begun. 





Thoughts on Miracles. 


The following extract from Carlyle suggests a 
vein of thought that may be found very strength- 
tning to our faith in the presence of an over-rul- 
ing Providence. 

‘Is not a real Miracle simply a violation of the 
Laws of Nature ?’ ask several. Whom I answer by 
this new question: What are the laws of nature ? 
To me perhaps the rising of one from the dead 
were no violation of these Laws, but a confirma- 
tion ; were some far deeper laws, now first pene- 
trated into, and by Spiritual Force, even as the 
rest have all been, brought to bear on us with its 
Material Eorce. 

‘But is it not the deepest law of nature that 
she be constant ?, cries an illuminated class : ‘Is 
not the machine of the universe fixed to move by 
unalterable rules? Probable enough, good 
friends: nay, I too must believe that the God, 
whom ancient, inspired men, assert to be ‘ with- 
out variableness or shadow of turning,’ does in- 
deed never change; that Nature, that the Un- 
verse, which no one whom it so pleases can be 
prevented from calling a Machine, does move by 
the most unalterable rules. And now of you too 
T make the old inquiry: What those same unal- 
terable rules, forming the complete Statute-Book 
of Nature, may possibly be. 

‘They stand written in our Works of Science 
say you: in the accumulated records of man’s Ex- 
perience ?— Was man with his Experience present 
at the Creation, then, to see how it all went on? 
Have any deepest scientific individuals yet dived 
down to the foundations of the Universe, and 
gauged everything there? Did the Maker take 
them into His Counsel; that they read His 
ground: plan of the incomprehensible All; and 
can say, This stands marked therein, and no more 
than this 1 Alas, not in any wise! These scien- 
tific indiv duals have been nowhere but where we 
also are; have seen some handbreadths deeper 
than we see into the Deep that is infinite, with- 
out bottom as without shore. 

In the simplicity of Bible times, many things 
were recognised in what is really their truest 
character, as results of God’s power and provi- 
dence, which are now accounted for, when they 
take place, by natural laws, and snugly stowed 
away in their appointed place by the scientific ar- 
rangers of creation. This is particularly the case 
with that class of phenomena that are embraced 
in mesmerism, clairvoyance, &c. In other cases, 
Bible miracles are explained on natural principles, 
in a way either to make the miracle seem no mir- 
acle at all, or at any rate,a very much less one 
than by the Bible account. Such for example is 
the explanation given by Robinson of the passage 
of the Red Sea by the Israelites. He supposes 





that a certain rather shallow neck of the sea, which 


"SS  - Se eS 


of =~ 4 4 f«f + + SS > 


, ad- 
dis- 
ion; 
orld 
ster 
ave, 


ara- 


23 


r of 


z 


the 

ible 

e of 
orld 
ard 
| in- 
rior 


Ith, 
sid- 
oa 
yero 
hat 


tsa 
zth- 
rul- 


the 
r by 
re ? 
lead 
ma- 
one- 
the 
rits 


hat 
"Ts 
by 
ood 
od, 
ith- 

in- 
Tm- 


too 
nal- 
ook 


nce 
EXx- 
ent 
m ? 
ved 
and 
ake 
His 
nd 
ore 
en- 
we 
per 
th- 


ngs 
est 
Vi- 
hey 


ich 


———————E—EEEEEEE————E————————=—————=—=_———=———————————_———_—_—_—_—_———L 


he found to exist. at the probable point where 
they crossed, was dried by an unusually low ebb 
tide, accompanied by a ‘strong east wind,’ and that 
the return of the tide in the morning, being in con- 
sequence unusually strong, overwhelmed the Egyp- 
tians. His arguments in favor of this explanation 
are plausible, and indeed it does not appear to 
conflict with the Scripture account. 

But supposing it to be true, does the fact that 
God chose some simple means to accomplish his 
purpose, make the occurrence any less a miracle ? 
If we regard nothing asa miracle but what is 
contrary to our previous experience or expecta- 
tion, then, as we increase in knowledge, one and 
another class of facts will successively cease to be 
miraculous, until—where ‘shall we end? Why 
not at once recognize the great fact that the will 
of God is the foundation of the universe, the 
deepest of all the natural laws; hence that no 
wonder, which can possibly happen, shall be con- 
trary to the laws of creation. We may expect 
one thing as well as another, if it beaccording te 
the purpose of God, as well expect the dead to be 
raised to life, as the sown corn to grow, or the 
sun to rise upon it. 

In fact, it is true that the whole course of na- 
ture, the experience of our daily life, is a contin- 
uous miracle. Because these things are common, 
and we have seen them before, should they be 
thought less miraculous? If we had lived all our 
lives in darkness, would it not fill us with won- 
der to see the beautiful dawn, and behold the 
glorious sun arise and make his way across the 
heavens, and finally sink in splendor in the West ? 
This was a miracle on the morn of creation—why 
is it not a miracle now? The power that framed 
the spheres, still holds them on their courses, 
That power guides the bee to suck the flower, the 
beaver to build his dam. That power fills our 
hearts with the love of God and of each other, 
and so brings about the great miracle of universal 
unity, a miracle which, because it is continuous, 
we are apt to luse sight of, but which is neverthe- 
less, a greater even than raising the dead. 

The case of Jeremiah affords an instance of the 
foolishness of despising things because they are 
common, Because Jeremiah was only one among 
many prophets, and the gift of prophecy was com- 
mon, the Jews reverenced it so little, that they 
threatened to put him to death ifhe did not proph- 
esy to suit them. (See chap. 26, &c.) A mira- 
cle is then, an expression in fact of the will of 
God ; and we can truly believe and testify, that 
the age of miracles is not past. 





The Mainespring. 


The purposes that men form in a great measure 
determine the results of their actions. The men 
that have the highest and strongest purposes are 
uniformly the most successful men, while those 
who go through life without any controlling, guid- 
ing purpose accomplish but comparatively little. 
Purpose is to character what the main-spring is to 
a time-piece: it effects a continuous motion 
toward a definite end. ‘Wind up’ a watch or 
clock, and it will‘keep ticking’ till it has ‘run 
down:’ so a man with a controlling, purpose is 
under the action of a force that will keep him in 
motion until that purpose has spent its elastic 
force. As some time-pieces have to be ‘wound 
up’ once a week; othersonce a day; while others 
will not keep correct time at all: so we find men 
governed by various kinds of purposes—high 
and low—strong and weak. Some men form pur- 
poses of sufficient strength to keep them ‘ ticking? 
through life; others form purposes that have to 
be renewed every short time; others again seem 
to have no definite purposes that reach beyond 
the present time, but are controlled by their im- 
mediate circumstances; and such persons accom- 
plish about the same results as those watches do 
which have no main-springs, or only those which 
are too weak to keep the other parts of their 
machinery in steady motion. 

It may be thought that the effect of the gos- 
pel discipline is to weaken the purposes of men, 
by teaching them to deny their own wills, 
crucify their egotistical desires, and seek to per- 
fcrm the will of a superior ; but this is not the case 
except in-a limited sense. The gospel weakens 
but to make strong, and crucifies but to make 
alive. Its effect on our purposes is to purify them, 
by purging them of the elements of egotistical 
will and personal ambition: and when this is ac- 
complished they are made stronger than ever. 
When our individual purposes are so purified 
that they attract the sympathy of Christ, they 
receive a divine energy: our purposes become in 
a sense God’s purposes: he becomes interested in 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


FOREIGN NEWS. 

Since our last there have been two arrivals from 
Europe. 

There is no change reported in regard to the 
siege of Sebastopol: from that quarter we have 
only confirmed accounts of the sufferings of the 
Allied army, and a rumor that the French army is 
to be divided and reorganized under two Generals 
of Grand Division—-Generals Pelisser and Bosquet. 

The Emperor Nicholas has issued a ukase, or 
imperial order, calling the whole people of Russia 
toarms. Throughout the winter, it is said, the 
Russian Government, and the people, whose ener- 
gies are at its disposal, have been occupied inces- 
santly with preparations for war on an extended 
scale. 

Naples, it is reported, has joined the Western 
Alliance, and will send to the Crimea, besides a 
fleet, a land-force equal to that of Sardinia. It is 
also thought that Spain and Portugal will soon join 
the Alliance. 

Sweden, and the minor German States, are all 
active in military preparations ; and, on the whole, 
the chances of a general embroilment of Europe in 
the present war appear greater than ever, notwith- 
standing the renewed attempts of the Vienna Con- 
ference, (to which Lord John Russell has recently 
been sent from England as Minister Plenipotentiary,) 
to patch up a peace. 

Pierre Soule, U. 8. Minister to Spain has return- 
ed to the United States. 

From Perv.—General Castilla, who is now the 
Provincial President of Peru, has issued a decree, 
giving freedom to those slaves who had not volun- 
teered to serve in the army of Echineque—the Presi- 
dent of Peru until a successful revolution under 
Castilla displaced him. The government pledges it- 
self to pay the owners for their property in five years. 

CONGRESSIONAL. 

Congress has passed a Bill (characterized by the 
Tribune as ‘a scheme of mischief, or plunder,’) pro- 
viding lands for persons of all grades by land and sea, 
including Indians, wagoners, and flotilla men, who 
have served in the wars since 1790—160 acres in all, 
to each person who has served not less than fourteen 
days, except actually in battle for a shorter period: 
The widows or minor children to receive the bene- 
fit in case of the death of the persons so entitled.— 
The widows of officers and the soldiers of the Revo- 
lutionary War to be entitled to the benefit of this 
Act, as likewise the volunteers at the invasion of 
Plattsburg in September, 1814; the volunteers at 
the attack of Lewiston and Delaware, in the years 
1812 and 1815, and the Chaplains who served in the 
several wars. 

The bill which has probably excited the most in- 
terest during the present session of Congress, was 
one proposing to continue the transatlantic mails to 
the Collins line of Steamers until 1860, at $33,000 
per trip—thus giving the Collins Co. $858,000 for 
carrying the mail twenty-six tines between New 
York and Liverpool, while Com. Vanderbilt has 
offered to perform the s.me service, in vessels of 
equal speed and strength, for $390,000. The bill, 
after passing both houses, was finally vetoed by 
the President. 

Congress adjourned last Sunday, March 4th, at 


noon. 
OPENING OF THE PANAMA RAILROAD, 


The papers have considerable tosay about the 
celebration of the opening of the Panama Railroad, 
which extends across the Isthmus, connecting As- 
pinwall and Panama. It seems to have taken place 
with considerable ec/at. The following paragraphs, 
descriptive of the occasion, are taken from the New 
York Times: 


** All the party seemed delighted with the road ; 
to most of us the scenery was novel and interesting. 
The road, in its present unfinished state, will com- 
pare favorably with many of the roads in the Unit- 
ed States; and we can safely say, that we have 
never been over any road, so soon after its opening, 
which can be compared with this. No pains seems 
to have been spared to make it as solid and sub- 
stantial as possible. It is impossible to fully appre- 
ciate the obstacles which have been overcome, and 
the great engineering skill which has been displayed. 
But even the most superficial observer cannot fail 
to notice many of the difficulties. At the summit, 
where the grade is 60 feet, we see where much la- 
bor has been performed ; but think of ten miles of 
filling in a swamp where it was almost impossible to 
find bottom. How much, too, had to be done to 
protect the road from the effects of the heavy rains, 
in a country where in three successive days eight 
8-10 inches of rain fell; and yet we are informed 
that the damage done by the rains of this unusually 
wet season has been so inconsiderable as scarcely 
to demand notice. Wemay safely assert that in 
time it will become one of the most solid and sub- 
stantial roads in the world. The cross-ties will all 
be of lignum vite, and the bridges of iron. The 
rains are so destructive to all wooden structures that 
all their buildings, as well as their cars, will be made 
of iron; and some of them are now being constructed 
and will soon be in use on the road. 

«* To those of the party who had never before visi- 
ted the tropics, the ride across the Isthmus was ex- 
ceedingly interesting. The noise of the cars has 
driven away all the monkeys and other animals, as 
well as most of the birds, and we saw but few rep- 
tiles—none perhaps, with the exception of the igu- 
ana. The trees and shrubs are so thick that the 
eye can penetrate but a short distance on each side 





their successful prosecution. 


of the track. Conspicuous were the different varie- 





ties of the palm, with its long trunk, crowned with 
its long green rustling leaves; the massive india- 
rubber tree ; the mango with its countless number 
of roots, each branch, as it bends to the ground, 
taking root ; the castor-oil bean tree; the wild ba- 
nana, so much used in thatching their huts; and the 
many varieties of trailing-plants, among which, the 
morning-glory was most conspicuous, and some of 
which vines had so closely clasped the supporting 
trunk of some friendly tree as at last to destroy it.” 





PASSING TOPICS. 


—It is said that the Crystal Palace at Sydenham, 
near London, is likely to prove a failure in a finan- 
cial point of view. Magnificent as are its attrac- 
tions, the number of visitors is limited. Though not 
yet finished, it has cost some seven million of dollars. 


—Anthony Burns, the fugitive slave that was ta- 
ken back into slavery last year, from the city of 
Boston, is now a free man, having been purchased 
through the exertions of the Rev. Mr. Grimes of 
Boston, who succeeded in raising $700 toward his 
purchase, and contributed $600 from his own purse 
for the same object. 

—It is said that the Tonnye, or Sandwich Island 
potatoe, has been introduced into cultivation in sev- 
eral of the Southern States. It is described asa 
‘ delicious vegetable,’ and the plant is very produc- 
tive. Theeditor of the San Antonio Texan says, 
that a gentleman in that vicinity raised six bushels 
of the article on a piece of ground fifteen feet square. 


—A pious old gentleman told his sons not to go, 
under any circumstances, a fishing on the Sabbath; 
but if they did, by all means to bring home the fish. 


—An iron ship is now in process of construction 
in England, of the following dimensions : The extreme 
length of the main deck will be 700 feet; extreme 
length of keel, 675 feet; extreme breadth of beam, 
83 feet ; depth of hold, forming four decks, 60 feet— 
drawing 20 fect of water light, and 30 feet loaded , 
tunnage, 10,000, or by builder’s measurement, 22, 
000 tuns; stowage for coal, 10,000 tuns; stowage 
for cargo, 5,000 tuns ; 600 first-class cabins, (state 
rooms,) with ample space for 1,000 second and third 
class passengers, besides troops, &c.; the screw and 
paddle-engines will be of the aggregate nominal pow- 
er of 2,000 horse. She will also carry an enormous 
quantity of sail. 

—Horace Greeley, in a letter to the Christian Am- 
bassador, avows himself a Universalist in principle, 
while his views of the means by which the whole 
human race will be brought inte perfect reconcilia- 
tion with God accord nearly with those held by the 
Unitarian Restorationists. He also takes occasion 
to discourage the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper, 
as now celebrated, believing that ‘the blood of our 
Savior is not truly represented by the compounds o¢ 
vile and poisonous drugs, commonly sold as wine ; 
and recommends that no other wine be ‘ used in the 
Eucharist than that freshly and wholly expressed 
from grapes.’ 


—A Mr. Moss of Fredonia says, through'the Even- 
ing Post; ‘‘I have an apple-tree which produces 
different kinds of fruit, in a manner somewhat dif- 
ferent from the ordinary course of nature. It was 
grafted, and bears Greening apples. The stock was 
a common red sweet apple. The tree is thrifty, and 
bears from ten to twelve bushels of apples every oth- 
er year. From half a bushel to one bushel will be 
sweet, not as large but nearly the color of Green- 
ings, but more golden when ripe, which is earlier 
than the Greenings. These sweet apples are excel- 
lent, and grow interspersed on different spurs on the 
same limbs with the Greenings. A few apples on 
this tree are found part sweet and part sour.” 

—Gen. Samuel Houston of Texas recently deliv- 
ered a lecture in Boston on the subject of slavery 
—presenting, of course, the Southern side of the 
matter. His defence of the peculiar institution is 
regarded as rather weak than otherwise; but it 
must be reckoned among the hopeful signs of the 
times, that the most southern Senator should be thus 
invited to address the citizens of Boston, noted for 
its anti-slavery tendencies. Success to free dis- 
cussion—the truth is sure to win by it. 

--John Mitchel, formerly editor of the Citizen, 
has gone with his family to seek a new home in the 
South. His desire for ‘a good plantation, well 
stocked with healthy negroes,’ may yet be realized. 


--An Irishman complained to his physician that he 
stuffed him so much with drugs, that he was sick a 
long time after he got well. 

—‘‘A large and brilliant party, (says the Boston 
Post,) was given in fashionable circles a few weeks 
since, not a hundred miles from our metropolis, and 
the festivities were kept up to so late an hour that 
the fair hostess became completely wearied out.— 
Some fifteen minutes after the lady supposed the 
last of her guests had left, she walked into the sup- 
pér-room, where the gas had been turned down, and 
gave vent to her wearied spirit by ejaculating,— 
‘Thank God, they are all stuffed and gone” ‘Not 
quite all,’ squeaked out a voice: ‘I have returned 
to find an ear-ring which I supposed was dropped 
while at the supper-table!’ The hostess’ chagrin 
can be better imagined than described, when on 
turning round she discovered one of her nearest 
fashionable neighbors !” 
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Correspondence Glances. 
Inland, Iowa, Feb. 20. 

—I am disposed once more to write a few 
words to you expressive of my feelings, and things 
concerning us, as also to send you one dollar of 
material aid. We have received three Nos. of 
the Circular, and it has made our hearts three 
times glad. We should have been very glad had 
affairs turned so that we could have received one 
much oftener than once a week; but will be con- 
tented and thankful to receive it as a gift at any 
time. I greatly rejoice this dey for bright pros- 
pects that saints are fast approaching a goal, 
where the Spirit of truth will say to them, as 
Nathan the prophet said to the King, ‘ Do all that 
is in thy heart, for God is with thee. The best 
of reasons why man should do as he pleases, is the 
fact, that it is God working in him, both to will 
and to doof his own goed pleasure. Is it not 
true of God's children, that he is thus in them 
steering their course through, all the varied 
affairs of life, with the same unerring wisdom 
and power that brings us all daily to the light 
of the sun? Accumulated evidence pours in 
upon my intelligence every day that the path of 
the 1ighteous does actually grow brighter; and 
this stirs up in my heart a strong desire to be 
used by the master, and it seems tuo me that I 
am ready to act as best I can at the call of God 
or his. At all events I wish to be put to any 
trial that God may choose, and with this feeling, 
frecly offer myself to receive any suggestions 
from you as to my course. 

There are other things of which I would like 
to write, but the clock notifies me that I have 
devoted all my intended time, so I close, by sub- 
scribing with the affection of a brother.  s. B. 

Fletcher, Vt., Feb. 24. 

—I am glad of the privilege of corresponding 
with you, although I may not be able to edify any 
one. My only hope of salvation is in the fact 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. I wish to 
renew my confession of Christ in me a Savior 
from sin, disease and death.—The paper comes 
regularly, and it is as cool water to a thirsty soul, 
Could I see you, it would be gratifying to open my 
heart in a way not easy for me to do on paper.— 
You know that in the winter season there must 
be something ‘to amuse the multitude;’ and in 
this place as in others every man seems to be 
somewhat excited. Those opposed to the Know 
Nothings, meet to consult, organize, and prepare 
for March meeting. Some seem to bend all their 
forces to prejudice others against the Catholics 
All for tearing down, but who is building up? 
Thanks be to God the life boat is on the water; 
the truth that makes free I feel to be what is 
needed to save the world from all its trouble.— 
Yours for improvement, J. K. 





An Oneida Jvurnal. 

Tuesday, Feb. 27.—Had some conversation this 
evening on woman’s dress, suggested by a hint in 
one of the logs that wasread. The writer, after men- 
tioning her going out with a company the evening 
before to slide down hill, and being much refreshed 
by the exercise, says: ‘‘Iam convinced that the 
lack of energy in women, and the timidity with 
which we shrink from the cold blasts of winter, 1s 
traceable to our dress more than to any other cause, 
and it seems-to me that reform in our habits must 
begin there first.” Various suggestions were made, 
which resulted, however, in no more definite reso]u- 
tion than. to give good sense a chance to dictate, and 
provide for our thin-clad half, a dress before another 
winter. better adapted to free exposure out-doors. 
From another log read this evening we take the fol- 
lowing. summing up:—‘‘ The distribution of my 
time to-day has rather more of a leaning toward 
Fourierism than usual. It may besummarily stated 
thus:.washing-bee, 1 1-2 hours; breakfast and Bi- 
ble-game, 1 1-2 hours; first session of trap-work, 
21-2 hours ; work in the shoe-shop, 2 hours; din- 
ner and study, 1 hour; braiding, 1 hour; sledge- 
work, l.hour; second session of trap-work, 1 1-2 
hours ; supper, nap, and paper-reading, 2 1-2 hours + 
meeting, 1/1-2 hours; posting-up journal, &c., &c., 
lhour. Making a total of 17 hours of day-business, 
divided into sessions varying in length from 1 hour 
to 2 1-2, and leaving 7 hours for sleep.” 

A Loa Irem.—* After dinner took part in the mu - 
sical practice of the band. Was impressed by the fuct 
that instrumental music, in the Association, has fallen 

into the bad old-fashioned way of sexual separation. 

Our band is made up of men altogether, and then the 
women have a musical clique by themselves devoted 
to the piano. This is not according to our constitu- 
tional principles, and cannot last long, if we follow 
up our late movement for putting the sexes together 
‘in all the cares of life and love.’ The sexes ought 
to mingle in music if any where. I expect God will 
help us to form a musical corps at last, on true 
heavenly principles, and I am sure when he does he 
will turn the fashion of this world out of doors, and 
begin in the community spirit of Christ, where there 
is neither male nor female, but all are one. 

Wednesday, Feb. 28.—A Povuurny Rerorr.—Num- 
ber of fowls kept 150. 





Eggs obtained during this month 1270. 

Value at 18d per dozen $19,854. 
Cost of feed $14,638. 
Profit $5,21 
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THE CIRCULAR. 
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Thursday, March 1.—Preliminary breaking up of 
our winter organization, and a moving of forces for 
the new summer campaign. A party of three left at 
11 o'clock last night for Wallingford, evia Brooklyn, 
taking the latter place in their way with a view to 
help finish the work on our premises there, previous 
to renting them. Other two leave to-day for Putney. 
A parting concert took place with our musical asso- 
ciates last evening before the separation.—To-day, 
friends arrived from Fairport with the remains of 
the sister whose death was mentioned in our last, 
and whose wish was to be buried here. A party from 
the Association met them at the Depot. The Burial 
took place at 3 o'clock, Mr. B. reading before the 
assembled Community the 2d chapter of Hebrews, 
and commenting on the 14th and 15th verses, with 
other appropriate exercises. The Community adopté 
the children who are left in such cases, and, as we 
can add from experience, bears much of the burden 
which usually falls on the more immediate friends. 

Friday March 2.—Winter was cut short off yes- 
terday, and spring appeared in full presence the 
very morning which according to the almanac her 
inauguration should take place. A party of boys 
under the guardianship of three or four men took an 
excursion to Oneida Lake. One of the company gave 
a humorous account of their adventures in the 
form of a log, of which the following is the sub- 
stance: 

*Fisnina Excurston.—All hands marched forth 

on the vast expanse of the ice-covered lake in high 
hopes of great fishing, and determined to enjoy the 
eccasion at any rate. Wecut many holes in vari- 
ous depths of water. After trying awhile in one 
place without a nibble, we would conclude that the 
water was not deep enough, and would move on to 
another further out. The boys scattered about far 
and wide. One party tramped almost out of sight 
to the north, and seemed to those who remained be- 
hind, as if they were on an expedition to the North 
Pole. The older members of the party stood pa- 
tiently over the holes with line in hand, as long as 
their feet would consent; 8. stoutly averred that 
he had a bite at the first hole we tried; and an hour 
or two afterwards Mr. B. said he thought he hada 
bite, but on being cross-examined, rather fell away 
from his confidence. This is all we are able to re- 
port of our transactions in the fish line. But at 12 
o’clock Mr. B. appeared on the field with two baskets 
of Community bait, and forthwith we had each of us 
a very satisfactory bite of sandwiches, cakes. pies, 
apples and cheese. The news of the coming of this 
bait seemed to magnetize and draw back the party 
that started for the North Pole. After lunch I re. 
turned to the tavern to read a book which I carried, 
and write my log; where I found a quiet sitting- 
room, and had a good time. The rest of the party 
appear to have become satisfied, soon after, that 
they had done their duty towards the fish, having 
patiently and faithfully extended to them an invi- 
tation to the Community table, without receiving 
any attention worth mentioning; so at half past one 
we stowed ourselves in the sleigh again, and set out 
merrily for home. We called at the Glass-house in 
passing, and were permitted to ramble through its 
various departments. The most entertaining opera- 
tion that we saw, was that of cutting the glass with 
a diamond. On the road between Durhamville 
and the Depot, a man with a sled of wood ahead of 
us stopped to let us pass, but gave us such a side- 
long chance that the great sleigh, with all the boys 
and some men in it, (15 in all,) turned over gently, 
but so effectually, that it completely emptied itself 
of men, boys, buffaloes, seats, baskets, boxes, tools, 
and straw, all of which were ‘squoshed,’ as Mr. H. 
said, into an indistinguishable heap, out of which 
however, soon arose a merry shout, showing that 
no one was hurt ; and soon the men and boys wriggled 
out of the heap, and with much laughter and elamor 
put all to rights and went on. We reached home at 
about half-past three, and slipped through the or- 
deal of being questioned about the fish we caught, 
or rather that we did not catch, as quickly and 
cleverly as we could. The most probable theory to 
account for our luck is that the winter is the fishes’ 
night-time, and that they are now in their most 
stupid state, just as our sleep is soundest generally 
just before day-break. JI remember that we used to 
catch dace in Connecticut river early in the winter, 
i. e., just after the river first froze over, when the 
fish had just gone to bed and were tucked up, but 
had not gone to sleep; and that we could not catch 
any a little later. According to this theory, there 
will be no successful fishing through the ice til} 
next December, We must wait now for summer 
fishing. This useful discovery we claim to have 
made by our jaunt to-day.” 

Saturday, March 8.--It was proposed this eve- 
ning that the short time after the Bible-Game in 
the morning which we have usually devoted to con- 

ersation or some variation of the game, should be 
occupied hereafter with reading standard articles 
from our old publications, in order that our children 
and youth, and others among us who are more or less 
ignorant of our Bible views, may be in the way of 
thoroughly understanding them and receiving the 
nurture to be derived from them. We find the 
morning a favorable time for attention to spiritual 


A note read from. Mr. Cragin, saying that he had 
made arrangements for procuring ® hydraulic ram, 
to be used on the grounds here for purposes of irri- 
gation. 

Monday, March 3.—Mr. W. returned to Perin- 
ton to dispose of his affairs there, intending soon to 
resume his residence with the Community., Three 
silk peddlers started out, 8.R.L., T. L. P., and 
A. B., allold printing-office associates. 

Tuesday, March6.--Mr. 0. returned this morn- 
ing from a business excursion to St. Louis, having 
been gone nearly four weeks. In consequence of the 
late snow-storm on the prairies, he was two days 
and three nights in coming from St. Louis to Joli- 
ette, adistance of 60 miles. He reports that the ice 
on the Mississippi is nearly two feet thick a short 
distance above St. Louis.—We observed yesterday 
Mr. T. and others engaged in pruning the young 
trees of the pear orchard, from which we infer that 
this is a proper time for that work. Much account 
is made by scientific fruit-growers of pruning. 


No Excuse for Sin, 


A SHORT SERMON. 


«For what the law could not do, in that it was 
weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin condemned 
sin in the flesh; that the righteousness of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit.” (Romans 8: 3, 4.) 


The prominent idea of this passage appears to 
be, (though the commentaries do not make it 
very clear,) that Christ, in offering himself a 
sacrifice for sin, judged and overcame it, and 
introduced in its place perfect righteousness— 
thereby taking away all excuse for sin. As the 
law, through the weakness of the flesh, could not 
make the comers thereunto perfect, and could 
not purge the conscience and take away sin, 
persons under that dispensation were compara- 
tively excusable for living in sin. But God 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, and enabling him in this condition to ful- 
fill the righteousness of the law, thus ‘con- 
demned sin in the flesh,’ and removed all 
oceasion for this excuse. Henceforth, the 
weakness and infirmity of the flesh could not 
be offered as an apology for sin; for through 
Christ’s incarnatjon and mediation believers 
were made partakers of his nature, and the 
righteousness of the law was to be fulfilled in 
all who walked not after the flesh but after the 
Spirit. 

The whole epistle to the Hebrews forcibly 
teaches the same doctrine. The ordinances of 
the Jewish sanctuary, we learn from this epis- 
tle, were designed only as a ‘ figure’ of some- 
thing better; its high priests were chosen from 
among men which had infirmity, and who need- 
ed to offer up sacrifices for their own sins, as 
well as for the people’s ; its services stood ‘ only 
in meats and drinks, and divers washings and 
carnal ordinances, imposed on men until the 
time of reformation,’ purifying in a manner the 
flesh, but never making ‘ them that did the ser- 
vice perfect as pertaining to the conscience.’ 
But Christ being come a high priest in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, ‘ in all things made like 
unto his brethren,’ yet ‘ holy, undefiled, sepa- 
rate from sinners, and made higher than the 
heavens,’ he was * able to save to the uttermost 
all that come to God by him.’ The argument, 
then, may he briefly summed up in the words 
of the apostle, thus: ‘If the blood of bulls 
and goats, &c., sanctified to the purifying of 
the flesh, how much more shall the blood of 
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself without spot to God, PURGE YOUR CON- 
SCIENCE FROM DEAD WORKS'TO SERVE THE LIV- 





ine Gop ?” 

‘Having therefore, brethren,’ (says Paul,) 
‘ boldness to enter into the holiest by ‘he blood 
of Jesus, by anew and living way which he hath 
consecrated for us throu gh the vail, that is to 
say, his flesh, ....let us draw near with a true 
heart, in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our 
bodies washed with pure water.’ &c. Again, 
‘ Seeing then that we have a great high priest, 
that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son 
of God, let us hold fast our profession. For 
we have not a high priest who cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; but 
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin. Let us therefore come boldly 
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 





truth and anticipate much profit from the course.— 


merey, and find grace to help in time of need.’ 





fome Paragraphs. 
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TWO KINDS OF LOVE. 


It is an important question, How can we 
distinguish between true and false love? in 
other words, between the love of God, and 
worldly, superficial love? There certainly is 
a wide difference—as wide as the two opposite 
sources from whence they respectively em- 
anate. The one kind makes its subjects siu- 
gle-eyed in devotion to personal interests, 
while the great interests of God and the truth 
are neglected. ‘The other is single-eyed in its 
devotion to the greatest interests, while it 
does not ignore or neglect personal matters.— 
The lave of God, shed abroad in the heart, 
produces brotherly love, which is unselfish— 
the exact opposite of false love. It causes its 
subject to manifest the same love that Christ 
manifested toward the Father, in all his deal- 
ings with the children of men. His was not a 
selfish love ; but his heart yearned to please 
God, and do his will ; and this desire was ever 
paramount in his mind. Selfish love is fitful 5 
now blazing up, and burning with great intens- 
ity, then subsiding into indifference. But the 
love of God burns with a steady flame ; it seeks 
the highest good of its object, and bas no self- 
reference. It is faithful in administering criti- 
cism when needed, and ceases not its efforts to 
reclaim the wanderer, though repulsed again 
and again. Paul was a good example of the 
faithfulness of true love. He says in writing 
to the Corinthian church, ‘I will gladly spend 
and be spent for you, though the more abwnd- 
antly Ilove you, the less I be loved.’ This is 
Christ-like ; and if we would be satisfied with 
ourselves, and lay up treasures that will abide 
all changes, let us go and do likewise. 

B. ¥. 2. 


ORDER. 

Order appears to be one of the attributes of 
God. Everything in nature indicates that God 
is a great lover of order. The sun, moon, and 
stars move in regular order, and all obey their 
times and seasons of changes. But man in his 
fallen condition has little taste for order ; until 
quickened by the life and refinement of Christ, 
he is a careless and indolent being. Ihave been 
edified in observing the growth of order and 
regularity in the Association ; it seems to me 
an evident sign of the working of the true spirit. 
Things that once had no certain place, (our 
hats and caps, for instance,) but were laid here 
and there in confusion, now have a place, and 
we always know where to find them. This is 
not only a convenience, but results in a great 
saving of time. The same spirit of order is 
manifesting itself in all departments. Wood 
that formerly was thrown into promiscuous heaps 
is now carefully piled. The cows also know 
their appointed cribs, and the ox his tidy stall. 
If we go to the mill or shop, a decided improve- 
ment in this respect is seen; but the garden 
above all is the place to see order and improve- 
ment advancing. In places where confusion 
and disorder reigned a short time ago, now are 
seen order and rows of useful plants or trees. 
It may be said that instead of the thorn is com- 
ing up the appletree; instead of the thistle is 
coming up the pear tree; instead of the brier 
are coming up choice fruits and pleasant shrubs, 
with gay and fragrant flowers to beautify this 
part of God’s footstool. Cc. E. 





—_— 


Dr. Arnold on the Sabbath, 


My concelusivn is, that, whilst St. Paul on 
the one hand would have been utterly shocked, 
could he have foreseen that eighteen hundred 
years after Christianity had been in the world, 
such an institution as the Sabbath would have 
been still needed; yet, seeing that it is still 
needed, the obligation of the old command- 
ment is still binding in the spirit of it; that is, 
that we should use one day in seven, as a sort 
of especial reminder of our duties, and a re- 
lieving ourselves from the overpressure of 
worldly things, which daily life brings with it. 
But our Sunday is the beginning of the week, 
not the end--a day of preparation and strength- 
ening for the week to come, and not of rest 
for the past; and in ¢Ais sense the old Christ- 
ians kept it, because it was the day on which 
God began his work of creation ; so little did 





they think that they had any thing to do with 
the old Jewish Sabbath. You will see, algo 
by our common Catechism, that ‘the d : 
towards God,” which is expressly given aga 
summary of the four first commandments to 
as Christians says not one word about the 
Sabbath, but simply about loving God, wor. 
shiping him, and serving him truly all th 
days of our life. It is not that we may pick 
and choose what commandments we like tg 
obey, but, as all the commandments have po 
foree upon us as such,—-that is, as positive 
and literal commands addressed to ourselves, 
it is only a question how far each com. 
mandment is applicable to us,—that is, hoy 
far we are in the same circumstances with 
those to whom it was given. 

Now, in respect to the great moral commands 
of worshiping and honouring God, honouring 
parents, abstaining from murder, &0.,—as 
these are equally applicable to all times and 
all states of society, they are equally binding 
‘upon all men, not as having been some of the 
commandments given to the Jews, but as be. 
ing part of God’s eternal and universal law, 
for all His reasonable creatures to obey. And 
here, no doubt, there is a serious responsibility 
for every one to determine how far what he 
reads in the Bible concerns himself; and no 
doubt, also, that, if a man chooses to cheat his 
conscience in such a matter, he might do it 
easily ; but the responsibility is one which we 
cannot get rid af, because we sec that parts of 
the Bible are not addressed directly to us; 
and thus we must decide what is addressed di- 
rectly to us and what is not: and if we decide 
dishonestly, for the sake of indulging any evil 
inclination, we do but double our guilt. 





English Aristocracy. 

The following from the London Times is note- 
worthy, as marking the declining power of the ar- 
istoecracy in England: 

From different circumstances it came to pass 
that at no period since the Reform bill had the 
aristocratic families obtained so firm a hold on 
office, place, and patronage as in the commence- 
ment of the year 1854. They had conducted our 
business for many years without any extraor- 
dinary miscarriage or misfortune, and we were 
content to leave them the field of politics as their 
peculiar vocation and monopoly. But war has 
always been noted as an unsparing innovater, the 
destroyer of conventional respectabilities, and the 
overthrower of all manner of snug and cosnforta- 
ble cliques and coteries. The experience of the 
last few months has awakened the people of Eng- 
land from their dreams of wealth and prosperity, 
from their traditional self-gratulations over the 
naval and military exploits of the late war, and 
from the supposition that men invested with 
high rank and clothed with great office are pos- 
sessed of faculties equal to the direction of our 
affairs whenever there is more than ordinary 
strain on the vessel of the State. Our eyes are 
open, and we behold that we are naked. ‘We ask 
for talent sufficient to conduct great affairs to suc- 
cessful conclusions, and instead of talent we are of- 
fered titles and pedigrees. Instead of merit we 
are offered high connections, or at best seniority. 
The cold shade of aristocracy is over us all, and 
nothing can grow beneath it except the offshoots 
of the tree itself. Upto the middle of November 
this country believed itself to have armies. gener- 
als, statesmen, departments, all equal to their sev- 
eral duties, all of the very best the world could 
afford; and now, in the middle of February, in 
three short months, all is changed, or rather all is 
reversed. We have awoke from our dream of 
hope, prosperity, and success, to disaster and dis- 
may. Our generals have turned out worse than 
useless, our Ministers something more than inca- 
pable; every public department has been crushed 
into hopeless imbecility by the weight of unbend- 
ing routine and worthless formalities, and on no 
one occasion, that we are aware of, has the right 
man been selected to fill the right place. Every- 
thing has been mismanaged to a degree which if 
predicted, would have been deemed incredible; 
yet, so far as the public are aware, no single offi- 
cial has yet been recalled, and, after a week's in- 
terregnum, Government has been reconstituted 
and strengthened only by the omission of three of 
itsjleading members, and the promotion of one who 
is at leastas guilty asany of those omitted. * * 

It has been our painful lot to witness, more 
nearly than others, and to obtain more ample 
information as to the manner in which this war 
has been conducted, and we do not hesitate to 
express the opinion that without.an entire change 
of system, a substitution of youth and energy for 
age and decrepitude—unless some plan can be hit 
upon by which merit shall be the only criterion 
in the filling-up of civil and military offices—with- 
out, in fact, a complete abandonment of the claims 
of wealth, of family, and of interest, in favor of 
that higher nobility which the hand of God has 
impressed on the forehead of every man of talent, 
itis vain for us to continue the present contest, 
and better to accept any conditions, however de- 
grading and however humiliating, since no de- 
gradation and no humiliation suffered at the hands 
of the enemy can exceed those which our own 
servility and meanness have inflicted, and are 
about to inflict, upon ourselves. 
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